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A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO EXAMINE

THE USE OF MEDICATION AIDES IN NURSING HOMES AND TO PROVIDE A REPORT TO THE 62ND

LEGISLATURE.

WHEREAS, nursing homes in Montana are experiencing a shortage of licensed nursing staff, particularly

in the state's most rural communities; and

WHEREAS, the shortage is likely to only worsen as the baby boom generation continues to age and to

seek health care services; and

WHEREAS, facilities are turning to agencies that supply traveling nurses to staff uncovered shifts in a

practice that is not only expensive but also affects the delivery of care because the nurses are not familiar with

the residents for whom they are caring; and

WHEREAS, to ensure availability of staff to provide care, there is a need to revise the service delivery

in nursing homes to use resources that are available in Montana; and

WHEREAS, many states have developed a program of education, training, and certification to allow

unlicensed assistive personnel, including certified nursing assistants, to become medication aides who are able

to administer medications in nursing homes; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of this level of health care worker may help relieve the nursing shortage

and improve the quality of care for nursing home residents by taking pressure off licensed nurses and providing

them with more time for assessment and other complex nursing functions, by having medication aides who know

the residents administer medications instead of traveling nurses who are not familiar with the residents, and by

improving retention and recruitment of certified nursing assistants through a career ladder approach; and

WHEREAS, establishing a nursing home medication aide program in Montana is a complex situation that

requires study to obtain information from and cooperation among multiple agencies and organizations; and

WHEREAS, a study of this nature is best accomplished with the assistance of parties that will be involved

in regulating nursing homes, nursing services, and medication aides and with the assistance of service providers,
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professionals, consumers, and advocacy groups who hold vital information.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

STATE OF MONTANA:

That the Department of Public Health and Human Services work in cooperation with the Department of

Labor and Industry, the Board of Nursing, and other stakeholders to examine the use of medication aides in

nursing homes and to develop a report for the 2011 Legislature that would discuss all provisions necessary for

the safe and effective use of medication aides in nursing homes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the study should include but is not limited to:

(1)  identifying other states where the use of medication aides is allowed in nursing homes in order to

obtain and review information from those states about:

(a)  the qualifications of medication aides, including the level and type of education and training required;

(b)  the level of supervision by licensed nurses that may be required for medication aides;

(c)  the restrictions on the types of medications or routes of medication administration for medication

aides;

(d)  the liability and licensure issues related to supervision by licensed nurses;

(e)  any study, evaluation, or analysis completed by other states related to the use of medication aides;

(f)  the problems encountered and successes achieved in the use of medication aides;

(g)  the structure for the regulation and licensure or certification of medication aides; and

(h)  other information considered pertinent to the study; and

(2)  obtaining and reviewing information from appropriate state or national organizations related to the

use of medication aides, including but not limited to the National Council of State Boards of Nursing and the

American Society of Consultant Pharmacists.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Public Health and Human Services in cooperation

with the Department of Labor and Industry and the Board of Nursing identify and include in the study and in the

development of any report the affected parties and stakeholders, including  individuals or associations

representing nursing homes, nurses, and medication aides, as well as other service providers and professionals,

consumers, and advocacy groups.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Public Health and Human Services report at least
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quarterly to the Children, Families, Health, and Human Services Interim Committee on the status of the study and

that the Department prepare a final report, including any findings, conclusions, comments, or recommendations

for the 62nd Legislature.

- END -
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I hereby certify that the within joint resolution,

HJ 0017, originated in the House.

Chief Clerk of the House

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2009.

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2009.
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